
‘FLAG DAY’ 2026  
 

 
 
September 3 is our flag’s 125th “birthday”, and you can join the celebrations!  

 
In 1996 the Governor-General officially proclaimed that "to commemorate the day in 1901 on 
which the Australian National Flag was first flown, September 3 in each year shall be 
celebrated as Australian National Flag Day".   

 
Few Australians know the unique and proud story of our flag – the only national flag to fly 
over an entire continent, but also the first to be chosen in an open public competition.     
There are events leading up to and after Flag Day as part of a ‘celebration season’, including: 
  
Thursday Aug 27, 2.15pm - Ipswich Central State School  
(QLD) special flag raising assembly with the giant Parliament House flag 
 
Friday Aug 28, 9am - Daisy Hill State School  
(QLD) special flag raising assembly with the giant Parliament House flag 
 
Wednesday Sept 2,1pm - Campion College 
(NSW) Inauguration of the new flagpole for Australian National Flag Day 
 

‘FLAG DAY’ THURSDAY 3rd SEPTEMBER 
 

* BRISBANE 8.45 for 9AM, KING GEORGE SQUARE, ANN STREET 
The Lord Mayor and Brisbane City Council will again host the traditional Flag Day 
ceremony in King George Square in front of Brisbane City Hall, with a flag raising by 
members of the Australian Defence Force. This free event is open to everyone. 
 
*MELBOURNE 11am Media Call, ROYAL EXHIBITION BUILDING 
There will be a special ceremony with students at the place where our flag was flown for the 
first time on September 3, 1901 
 
Saturday Sept 5 - Gold Coast Light Horse Museum        Gold Coast 
Light Horse Education Museum (Showgrounds, Mudgeeraba Road) will hold an Open Day 
10am-2pm with light horse trooper on horseback, sausage sizzle and tours. 
Flag raising ceremonies at 11am and 1pm. 



Thursday Sept 10, 10am – Parliament House, Canberra      
As Parliament is not sitting on ‘Flag Day’, the special event will be held on September 10 in 
the Great Hall in Parliament House (hosted by the Hon Milton Dick MP, Speaker of the 
House of Representatives). 
 
Wednesday Sept 16, 10am - Townsville         
Townsville City Council will host a special programme of events at 297 Flinders Street 
commemorating Townsville in Queensland as the first place where the new Australian flag 
was flown in the presence of the Governor-General (on September 16, 1901). 

---- 

Even if you can’t attend an official event, you can still celebrate by flying or displaying the 
flag or wearing a flag badge or pin. Or perhaps you can just take the chance to learn more 
about our flag’s inspiring history.  

A wealth of information about ‘Flag Day’, and about the unique story of our flag, can 
be found at the “home page” for the Australian flag - www.australianflag.net.au .  

 

http://www.australianflag.net.au/

