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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2016
Here are the details for this year‘s Annual General Meeting:

SATURDAY 16th APRIL 2016 AT 11.00AM
COMMUNITY MEETING ROOM

BRISBANE CITY COUNCIL LIBRARY
BRISBANE SQUARE, GEORGE ST BRISBANE

Brisbane Square is the new council building at the George St end of the Queen St Mall. The building 
is on the river side of George St opposite the casino. Please come if at all possible; we would love a 
great turn out. Please note that in order to vote at the AGM your membership must be current. All 

candidates for positions as well as their nominator and seconder must be financial.

Nominations for all positions and any notices of motion must be received by 9.00am on Friday 2nd 
April 2016. They should be directed to:

The Secretary
ANFA
GPO Box 2064
Brisbane 4001

The envelope should be endorsed “Nomination”.

If you wish to nominate for a position and are not able to locate a nominator and/or seconder please 
contact Michael O’Connor on 07 33791007 or at moconnor@hotkey.net.au

For your information, the current council has the following members:

1. OPENING AND WELCOME
2. APOLOGIES

3. CREDENTIALS REPORT
4. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

5. BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES
6. PRESIDENT’S REPORT
7. FINANCIAL REPORT

8. MEMBERSHIP REPORT
9. ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS
10 APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS

11. APPOINTMENT OF HON. SOLICITOR
12. NOTICES OF MOTION
13. GENERAL BUSINESS

14. CLOSING REMARKS BY PRESIDENT

AGENDA
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL FLAG ASSN OF QLD (INC)
SATURDAY 16TH APRIL 2016 AT 11.00AM

COMMUNITY MEETING ROOM
NEW BRISBANE CITY COUNCIL LIBRARY, BRISBANE SQUARE, GEORGE ST BRISBANE

President Mr Allan Pidgeon
Vice President Mr Michael O’Connor

Secretary Mr Sean Jacobs
Treasurer Mr Malcolm Badgery

Councillors Mr Thomas Bradley QC
Dr Dominic Katter
Mr Martin Proctor

Mrs Amanda Stoker
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KEEP THIS OUR FLAG FOREVER

Join the Association to show your support for our flag - go to www.australianflag.org.au 

E: info@australianflag.net.au P: 0401187540 M: GPO Box 2064, Brisbane Q 4001

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  -  MARCH 23, 2024 

All members are invited to this year’s Annual General Meeting. The details follow:
SATURDAY 23rd MARCH, 2024 at 9.30AM
TIERED THEATRETTE, BRISBANE CITY COUNCIL LIBRARY
Brisbane Square, George Street, Brisbane city – opposite Casino 

NB IF YOU WISH TO ATTEND ONLINE Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84677797187?pwd=NTBTZG9IQ0FQdHZmT1JKbmZQVEF2Zz09 

Meeting ID: 846 7779 7187  Passcode: 262024 
 

Please note that your membership must be current to vote at the AGM. All candidates for positions and 
nominators and seconders must also be financial. Nominations and notices of motions must be received by 5pm 
on March 8. These should be addressed to The Secretary, ANFA, GPO Box 2064, 4001, in an envelope endorsed 
“Nomination.”, or emailed by that time to info@australianflag.net.au. 

If you wish to nominate for a position but are not able to locate a nominator or seconder, please contact us as 
above. AGENDA
1. OPENING AND WELCOME 

2. APOLOGIES 

3. CREDENTIALS REPORT 

4. MINUTES FROM AGM HELD ON March 4, 2023

5. BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES 

6. PRESIDENT’S REPORT

7. FINANCIAL REPORT

8. MEMBERSHIP REPORT

9. ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS

10. NOTICES OF MOTION

11. APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS

12. GENERAL BUSINESS

13. CLOSING REMARKS
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KEEP THIS OUR FLAG FOREVER

LORD MAYOR’S REMARKS AT FLAG DAY 2023
Our Brisbane Lord Mayor (Cr Adrian Schrinner) is a great supporter of the Australian Flag, and always makes 
time in his busy schedule to preside over the signature ‘Flag Day’ event in King George Square. 
Cr Schrinner joined the Flag Association decades ago, and recently was awarded Honorary Life Membership 
in recognition of all he has done to promote appreciation of the history and significance of our chief national 
symbol. 
 

ANFA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
– SAT. MARCH 23, 2024 at 9.30AM
   

BRISBANE CITY COUNCIL LIBRARY, BRISBANE SQUARE,  
GEORGE ST BRISBANE - OPPOSITE CASINO  (See AGM Notice inside)
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Commonwealth Day Service | St John’s Cathedral Brisbane | Tuesday 12 March 2024
All members of the public are invited to attend a multicultural service to celebrate Commonwealth 
Day, being held at St Johns Cathedral Ann Street Brisbane on Tuesday 12 March 2024; commencing at 
10:00am (arrive 9:45am) and concluding at 11:00am. The event is being coordinated by The Victoria 
League Brisbane for Commonwealth Friendship and St John’s Cathedral, and will comprise multiple 
musical and cultural performances that represent the diversity of The Commonwealth.  

Each year his Australian National Flag Day remarks are always heartfelt and thought-provoking, and 2023 was 
no exception. We have been authorised to reproduce the extracts below:

“Have you ever considered why we have flags? Why do nations, states and cities, and sporting teams all have flags? 
What is important about a piece of cloth with various colours and symbols on it, and why does it matter? 

I’m told that the first recorded use of a flag was in China in the year 1406BC ... that’s more than 3000 years ago! 
The very first flags were associated with military units and various leaders. Those here today from the Australian 
Defence Force would be well aware of the importance of flags (or colours) for a military unit. More importantly, 
one of the most devastating things that can happen in battle is for the unit’s flag to be captured by the enemy, or for 
a foreign flag to be raised on home soil.

But why are flags so important? They are a symbol of identity, and they are a symbol of unity. They say something 
about who we are, and they help unite us. WE are part of something bigger - WE are united!
And so, flags evolved from being military insignias to being the symbols of nations. Let’s consider some of the oldest 
national flags in the world (but there are a lot of disputes about dates!):

Japanese flag- 1322 years old; Scottish flag - 1191 years old; Latvian flag - 743 years old; Danish flag either 716 or 
804 years old; Albanian flag - 580 years old. 

“Flag Day 2023 in King George Square”
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In other countries, the story of the world’s first flag design competition would be part of national folklore, and 
the five winners would be household names. Yet Leslie Hawkins, Annie Dorrington, Egbert Nuttall, William 
Stevens and Ivor Evans have been airbrushed from Australia History. These five ordinary men and women, 
who had the extraordinary honour of designing a nation’s flag, have previously received almost 
no acknowledgment or recognition. Thus it was fantastic to see the Speaker start redressing this wrong, 
by welcoming the great-grandsons of Ivor Evans (Cr Matthew Evans and Evans Evans) along with local 
school children, parliamentarians and other dignitaries to the special event: see  https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=kvMI35ex7Us.

We warmly congratulate Mr Dick for this wonderful initiative, which he hopes will become an annual 
tradition in Canberra!

OUR NATIONAL FLAG AND NATIONAL IDENTITY
Given that (according to all opinion polls) Australians - and particularly young Australians - love our flag, it 
is important to educate them about its unique and inspiring story. How many know that ours was the 
outcome of the world’s first ever flag design competition? In fact it is the way in which our flag was chosen, as 
much as anything else, that speaks to the world about what sort of people Australians are.

Prior to this, no government in history had thought of inviting each and every citizen to “have a go” in 
designing the national flag. There was a huge response, with entries from nearly 1% of the Australian 
population at the time - and remember that coming up with a design and submitting it in the required format 
took much more time and effort than clicking “like” on a keyboard. 

Despite the overwhelming public affection for our flag (evidenced not least by all credible surveys of popular 
opinion), it is distressing that those who wish to tear it down exploit our national day in seeking to start an 
“anti-flag” bandwagon. The critics claim that our flag is dated because it includes the ‘Union Jack’ - but it is 
a historical fact that European settlement came from Great Britain, and that our system of parliamentary  
government, the national language, and the rule of law also reflect this heritage.  Further, a few complain that 
our flag does not represent indigenous Australians; when in fact the Southern Cross is hugely significant in 
Aboriginal mythology. 

Then we are told that our flag is similar to that of New Zealand - but many flags have elements or features in 
common. How many Australians would recognise the flag of our most populous and significant neighbour - 
Indonesia? Well its flag is identical to that of Monaco, and similar to that of Singapore (apart from the 
addition of a crescent and stars).

The one thing that those who wish to tear down our flag won’t tell us, is what should replace it! As we saw in 
New Zealand; once the challenge was set to agree on an alternative design, the appeal of the tried and tested 
symbol became even stronger. To seek to scrap the first flag ever chosen in an open public competition, which 
has symbolised Australia in good times and bad since 1901, would unleash a very divisive and acrimonious 
debate.
In a democracy you will never get 100% of people to agree, but we should firmly resist the suggestion that 
our national symbols are contentious - other than to a tiny minority.

But today we celebrate 122 years of the Australian National Flag. It’s not that old compared to the flags mentioned 
earlier - but it is still older than most national flags. And it was the very first chosen in a public competition!

Has Australia changed in 122 years? Of Course!
Has Japan Changed in 1322 years? Absolutely!
Do these changes mean that a flag should be changed? Of course not! 

What does our flag stand for? It’s clearly about our geographic place in the world - with the Southern Cross. But is 
also about aspiration. The stars are symbolic of looking up, and looking forward ...It’s also about federation, and 
our systems of government. But most importantly our flag symbolises democracy, and participation - given that 
its design resulted from the world’s first ever flag competition!

Let’s celebrate the Australia Flag’s 122nd ‘birthday’, with our wish that it forever continues to symbolise our 
nation...”
[We look forward to celebrating the 123rd ‘birthday’ of our flag on Australian National Flag Day 2024,
with the BCC event tentatively scheduled for the morning of TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 3, in King George 
Square.  All are welcome!]

REPORT ON AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL FLAG DAY 2023
As well as the ceremony in King George Square, Brisbane, there were other events to celebrate ‘Flag Day’. 
Ipswich Central State School held their customary special school assembly, where a giant Australian Flag 
that had flown over Parliament House in Canberra was paraded by the students. We were delighted that the 
Mayor of Ipswich (Cr Teresa Harding, another strong supporter of our flag) was able to attend and to speak 
about what the Australian Flag means to her. 

We also congratulate the Gold Coast Light Horse Education Museum at Mudgereeba for hosting a special 
Open Day and flag raising ceremony to mark Australian National Flag Day. The museum is well worth a visit - 
see https://www.facebook.com/gcoastlhorse.museum/.

FLAG DAY CELEBRATED AT PARLIAMENT HOUSE IN
CANBERRA

“Cr Matthew Evans, Hon Milton Dick MP, Evan Evans & Allan Pidgeon with 
school children in the Great Hall of Parliament House”

However one of the most exciting events for Flag Day in 2023 was the ceremony in the Great Hall 
at Parliament House hosted by the Speaker of the House of Representatives (Hon Milton Dick MP). 
This was the second time the Speaker has displayed a giant flag in honour of Flag Day - but for 2023 
he also invited descendants of the winners of the 1901 flag design competition.

SUPPORT OUR FLAG & THE FLAG ASSOCIATION
If your ANFA membership is due for renewal , you should receive a separate insert with this newsletter. 
However,  even if you are a Life Subscriber, you might wish to support our work. EG you could post a 
cheque, or send donations to our Commonwealth Bank account - "Aust National Flag Assoc. of Qld (Inc)
BSB 064-110 ACCOUNT NO 00800189. 
NB Please supply your surname as reference on the electronic transfer so we can link it to your payment, and 
then also please send details by post or email. 
If we don't have your email address, please send to info@australianflag.net.au




