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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2016
Here are the details for this year‘s Annual General Meeting:

SATURDAY 16th APRIL 2016 AT 11.00AM
COMMUNITY MEETING ROOM

BRISBANE CITY COUNCIL LIBRARY
BRISBANE SQUARE, GEORGE ST BRISBANE

Brisbane Square is the new council building at the George St end of the Queen St Mall. The building 
is on the river side of George St opposite the casino. Please come if at all possible; we would love a 
great turn out. Please note that in order to vote at the AGM your membership must be current. All 

candidates for positions as well as their nominator and seconder must be financial.

Nominations for all positions and any notices of motion must be received by 9.00am on Friday 2nd 
April 2016. They should be directed to:

The Secretary
ANFA
GPO Box 2064
Brisbane 4001

The envelope should be endorsed “Nomination”.

If you wish to nominate for a position and are not able to locate a nominator and/or seconder please 
contact Michael O’Connor on 07 33791007 or at moconnor@hotkey.net.au

For your information, the current council has the following members:

1. OPENING AND WELCOME
2. APOLOGIES

3. CREDENTIALS REPORT
4. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

5. BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES
6. PRESIDENT’S REPORT
7. FINANCIAL REPORT

8. MEMBERSHIP REPORT
9. ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS
10 APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS

11. APPOINTMENT OF HON. SOLICITOR
12. NOTICES OF MOTION
13. GENERAL BUSINESS

14. CLOSING REMARKS BY PRESIDENT

AGENDA
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL FLAG ASSN OF QLD (INC)
SATURDAY 16TH APRIL 2016 AT 11.00AM

COMMUNITY MEETING ROOM
NEW BRISBANE CITY COUNCIL LIBRARY, BRISBANE SQUARE, GEORGE ST BRISBANE

President Mr Allan Pidgeon
Vice President Mr Michael O’Connor

Secretary Mr Sean Jacobs
Treasurer Mr Malcolm Badgery

Councillors Mr Thomas Bradley QC
Dr Dominic Katter
Mr Martin Proctor

Mrs Amanda Stoker
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KEEP THIS OUR FLAG FOREVER

OPEN LETTER TO GREENS PARTY PARLIAMENTARIANS
The Leader of your party has been quoted as saying the following: 

“For many Australians, this flag represents dispossession and the lingering pains of colonisation … through 
Treaty with First Nations’ Peoples and by moving to a Republic, we can have a flag that represents all of us”; 
and further “It’s time to understand that the history of this country – and the symbols that represent the 
history of this country – are very hurtful to the First Nations’ people”. 

Perhaps this is an inaccurate record of his remarks, but he has not responded to multiple attempts to 
clarify this matter. 

Obviously everyone is entitled to their views about the flag that has symbolised out nation since 1901 - 
but as an elected representative, please consider the following: 

•	 No individual is able to unilaterally “wish away” the Australian National Flag. As you should    
              know (under legislation passed by the parliament in which you now serve) our flag can only  
              be changed through a majority vote of the Australian people.  

•	 Whatever your personal views, the Australian flag is the chief national symbol of Australia …  
              and therefore it does indeed “represent all of us”.  Those who choose to seek election as  
              lawmakers are under a duty to uphold our laws and respect the national symbols of the day.   

•	 If you disagree, you are welcome to initiate a plebiscite to seek the views of the Australian  
              people. But until they approve a change, it is completely inappropriate for anyone to pre-empt  
              that decision and seek to take it out of their hands. 

•	 Further it seems rather presumptuous (if not paternalistic) to proclaim that our flag is “very  
             hurtful to the First Nations’ people”.  What efforts were made to survey their views on this matter,  
             and by what authority do individual parliamentarians purport to speak on their behalf in  
             respect of national symbols?  (For example, only one of the 11 federal parliamentarians who  
             identify as Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander appears to have publicly attacked our flag,  
             whereas one has publicly supported it.) 

•	 Finally, given that our flag was adopted by the new Commonwealth of Australia in 1901, it no  
             more represents “invasion and dispossession” and/or “mass murders” than does the  
             Commonwealth Parliament itself.  Presumably under the same logic it would be necessary  
             to abolish our parliament?

There is only one national flag of Australia; although under section 5 of the Flags Act 1953 the  
Governor-General may, by Proclamation, appoint ‘such other flags and ensigns of Australia as he thinks 
fit.’  For example in 1967, the Australian White Ensign was proclaimed by the Governor-General to be the 
ensign of the Royal Australian Navy and in 1982, the Royal Australian Air Force Ensign was proclaimed by 
the Governor-General to be the RAAF ensign. In 1995, the Governor-General proclaimed the Aboriginal 
Flag and the Torres Strait Islander Flag as flags of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and 
flags of significance to the Australian nation generally.

ANFA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
– SAT. MARCH 4, 2023 at 10AM
   

BRISBANE CITY COUNCIL LIBRARY, BRISBANE SQUARE,  
GEORGE ST BRISBANE - OPPOSITE CASINO  (See AGM Notice inside)
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Note that the ‘Australian Aboriginal Flag’ is “recognised as the flag of the Aboriginal peoples of 
Australia” (emphasis added); while the ‘Torres Strait Islander Flag’ is “recognised as the flag of the 
Torres Strait Islander people of Australia”.  It is worth remembering the words of Patrick [now Senator] 
Dodson, speaking as Chair of the Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation: “Official recognition does not mean 
that these flags [Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander] have equal status to the national flag,  
still less supplant it.  It does not create ‘nations within a nation’...”   

This emphasises the unique status of the Australian National Flag as chief national symbol …there are a 
number of flags of Australia, but only one Australian flag.

Perhaps like most Australians you were unaware of the way our flag was chosen – but in fact the story 
of the world’s first ever flag design competition should be part of national folklore, and the five winners 
deserve to be household names.

As former Queensland Governor the Hon Penelope Wensley, AC has observed in her ‘Flag Day’ address, 
our flag’s history “from the very beginning has asserted our distinctive Australian identity ... in the very  
way it was conceived - through a novel competition, a democratic and inclusive process that made it truly 
the people’s flag”.

[EDITOR’S NOTE: this is taken from a letter sent to all Greens Party parliamentarians in Canberra, but to 
date no replies have been received. Thus it has been published now for the information of ANFA members.   
In discussion at a public forum, Greens Senator Larissa Waters admitted that she did not know the history 
of the Australian flag. Further, the Australian flag no longer flies at the Ryan Electorate Office, with the  
local MP reported to have said that our flag “divides the nation and is symbolic of our colonial past.”  
 
You may wish to raise this matter with Green Senators Waters and Allman-Payne, and/or the federal 
members for Brisbane, Griffith and Ryan. Contact details are in the phone book, and can also can be  
found at www.aph.gov.au ]

EULOGY – ISOBEL (PIXIE)  

ANNAT MBE OAM 

Our beloved patron, Pixie Annat, died on 24 September 2022.  ANFA was represented at her 
funeral, and by permission we reproduce below extracts from the eulogy delivered by her  
nephew Peter Muir: 

Isobel Mary Annat MBE OAM, or Pixie as she was known, was born the second of twin girls on 18th 
March 1930, at Palmwoods, on the Sunshine Coast hinterland in Queensland.  

Following the birth of the twins and while still in hospital, their father, looked at them both lying in the 
crib and commented, “the little one looks like a Pixie!” to which their mother said, “Then that’s what we’ll 
call her” … since that day she has never been called anything else. 

Pixie had one brother, Donald James Annat, known as Don, who was 7 years old when she was born.  
Her only other sibling was her twin Sister, Ellen Madoline, who was always known as Ellie. 
 
They lived on a farm on the Palmwoods to Montville Road, in the foothills of the Blackall Range, some 4 
kilometres from the township of Palmwoods. It covered some 40 acres with views to the Sunshine Coast.
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Pixie and Ellie attended the Palmwoods State School from 1935 to 1943, which was some 3 kilometres 
from the farm.  

In 1946, with electricity coming to the countryside, the electric light company decided to bypass the 
Palmwoods-Montville Road and to take the power lines on an alternate route. This led Pixie’s parents in 
deciding to sell the farm with a view to moving to Brisbane.  

Pixie started working in the board office at the Brisbane General Hospital as a typist/clerk, and after 
pondering her future, she decided to apply to enter nursing training. (Pixie’s mother was also a nurse, 
having completed her training in 1920.) 

In 1957, Pixie applied and was accepted as a nurse in the Citizen Military Forces. This was a huge 
commitment at a time when she was so busy; however she had great respect for the Queensland nurses 
who had served in the war and she saw her service as continuing the family tradition established by her 
grandfather, her father, her uncles and her brother who had served in the Boer War and First & Second 
World Wars.  

She served for 9 years during which she was promoted to the rank of Major. 

Pixie’s return to the Royal Brisbane Hospital had rekindled her interest in nursing affairs, and after 6 
years as a charge sister working long hours, she was ready for a change. 

She was keen to make a difference to policy, and in 1962, she left the RBH to work full time for the Royal 
Australian Nursing Federation [‘RANF’] Qld branch. She worked as assistant secretary initially and then 
secretary based at Centaur House in Brisbane. 

In 1965, at the age of just 35, Pixie was appointed to the position of Matron at St Andrews War Memorial 
Hospital. 

She would spend the next 27 years at St Andrew’s, 13 as the Matron or Director of Nursing and then 14 
as the CEO. It was here that Pixie established herself as a leader and manager.

Under her leadership, St Andrew’s completed major extensions that saw the hospital more than double 
in size and also launched one of the first neurosurgery units in the country, the first nuclear medicine 
department at a private hospital, established a cardiac unit and, became the first private hospital in 
Queensland to provide open-heart surgery.

Exhausted, but happy, Pixie retired in July 1992. 

For her services to nursing, Pixie was awarded a Member of the Most Excellent Order of the British 
Empire in 1977 and a Medal of the Order of Australia in 1992. 

Then in 2021, much to her surprise, she was presented with a Queensland Greats Award by the 
Queensland Government. 

Pixie lived a life of service, she had never sought recognition or wealth, and everything she ever did was 
focused on ensuring others would be better off because of her efforts. 

ANFA passes on its sincere sympathies to all of Pixie’s family.



Join the Association to show your support for our flag - go to  www.australianflag.net.au   

E: info@australianflag.net.au P: 0401187540 M: GPO Box 2064, Brisbane Q 4001

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  -  MARCH 4, 2023 
 
All members are invited to this year’s Annual General Meeting. The details follow:
	 SATURDAY 4th MARCH, 2023 at 10AM
	 TIERED THEATRETTE, BRISBANE CITY COUNCIL LIBRARY
	 Brisbane Square, George Street, Brisbane city – opposite Casino

NB IF YOU WISH TO ATTEND ONLINE Join Zoom Meeting
https://us05web.zoom.us/j/84722403514?pwd=MDQ4TU8wSHpaanl4NncxRzUxcWgwZz09 

Meeting ID: 847 2240 3514  Passcode: cVt9hd 
 

Please note that your membership must be current to vote at the AGM. All candidates for positions and nomi-
nators and seconders must also be financial. Nominations and notices of motions must be received by 5pm on 
February 17. These should be addressed to The Secretary, ANFA, GPO Box 2064, 4001, in an envelope endorsed 
“Nomination.”, or emailed by that time to info@australianflag.net.au.

If you wish to nominate for a position but are not able to locate a nominator or seconder, please contact us as 
above.

Commonwealth Day Service | St John’s Cathedral Brisbane | Tuesday 14 March 2023
All members of the public are invited to attend a multicultural service to celebrate Commonwealth Day, 
being held at St John’s Cathedral Ann Street Brisbane on Tuesday 14 March 2023; commencing  
at 10:00am and concluding at 11:00am (arrive 9:30am). 

The event is being coordinated by The Victoria League Brisbane for Commonwealth Friendship and St 
John’s Cathedral, and will comprise multiple musical and cultural performances that represent the diver-
sity of The Commonwealth.

AGENDA
1. OPENING AND WELCOME 

2. APOLOGIES 

3. CREDENTIALS REPORT 

4. MINUTES FROM AGM HELD ON March 19, 2022

5. BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES 

6. PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

7. FINANCIAL REPORT

8. MEMBERSHIP REPORT

9. ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS

10. NOTICES OF MOTION

11. APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS

12. GENERAL BUSINESS

13. CLOSING REMARKS
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